
Types of Logical Arguments 

Definition  

Definition demonstrates how to set the terms or parameters of an argument. Defining issues 

in terms that support your position frames the argument so that, through syllogistic 

reasoning, an audience can be lead logically to the conclusion you intend. To argue by 

definition, then, is to convince the audience that the definitions are reasonable, supportable 

and logical and, since your argument is based on them, your conclusions are as well.  

 http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/ 

documents/argueparts/definition.cfm 

 

Compare and Contrast 

 

Compare and contrast demonstrates how a given argument may be similar to or different 

from something that they already hold to be true. By logical extension, the similarity 

between the two gives your argument more persuasive power. Pointing to the differences 

between something held as fact and something you are arguing can convince the audience of 

its worthiness and allow you to focus only on the differences.  

http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/documents/argueparts/comparecontrast.cfm 

Syllogistic Reasoning  

 

Syllogistic reasoning demonstrates deductive logic and begins from the premise that a fact or 

opinion is inarguably true. Through a series of steps the writer demonstrates that the 

position being argued follows logically from that premise; an extension of what is already 

inarguably true. In another use of this appeal, the writer presents a series of facts from other 

sources and then draws a logical conclusion based on these facts, showing how each group of 

facts leads to a premise which the audience can accept as fact, and finally, how these 

premises, when put together, lead to a certain conclusion. 

http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/documents/argueparts/syllogistic.cfm   
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Cause and Effect 

 

Cause and effect demonstrates how a given problem leads to effects which are detrimental or 

how the causes of a problem need to be addressed. In either case, the writer sets up a logical 

relationship based in causality as a key part of the argument, using other forms of proof to 

support their analysis of causes or effects.  

 

http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/documents/ 

argueparts/causeeffect.cfm 
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