Syllogistic Reasoning 

Syllogistic reasoning demonstrates deductive logic and begins from the premise that a fact or opinion is inarguably true. Through a series of steps the writer demonstrates that the position being argued follows logically from that premise; an extension of what is already inarguably true. In another use of this appeal, the writer presents a series of facts from other sources and then draws a logical conclusion based on these facts, showing how each group of facts leads to a premise which the audience can accept as fact, and finally, how these premises, when put together, lead to a certain conclusion.

Examples:

· Dr. House: Words have set meanings for a reason. If you see an animal like Bill and you try to play fetch, Bill's going to eat you, because Bill's a bear.
Little Girl: Bill has fur, four legs, and a collar. He's a dog.
Dr. House: You see, that's what's called a faulty syllogism; just because you call Bill a dog doesn't mean that he is . . . a dog.
("Merry Little Christmas, House, M.D.)

· The process of deduction has traditionally been illustrated with a syllogism, a three-part set of statements or propositions that includes a major premise, a minor premise, and a conclusion. 

Major premise: All books from that store are new.

Minor premise: These books are from that store.

Conclusion: Therefore, these books are new.

· Flavius: Have you forgot me, sir?
Timon: Why dost ask that? I have forgot all men;
Then, if thou grant'st thou'rt a man, I have forgot thee.
(William Shakespeare, Timon of Athens, Act Four, scene 3)

Writing Exercise:

Write a three step syllogism for each of the following topics.

1.  Driving and accidents

2.  Sports and health

3.  Video games and attention spans

Reading Exercise

1. Read the essay “Too Much Pressure” on p. 532

2. What are the reasons for cheating according to the author?

3. Are these reasons logical?  Does she provide sufficient evidence?

4. Is cheating moral today?

