Persuasive Essay Rubric

10 TAG English, Dr. Gingrich
Name:
Topic:

Grade:

1=Inadequate

2=Adequate

3=Effective

4=Superior/Highly Sophisticated

Content
(40 points)

1
2 
3

4

Shows a great amount of knowledge of the topic

Uses specific examples

Explains key definitions and terms clearly, if necessary
Addresses significant issues of topic in a sophisticated fashion

Argumentation (40 points)

1

2

3
4

Provides a well stated claim

Appropriate subclaims support the main claim

Support is extremely well developed using a variety of types of proofs (logical proofs)

Examples illustrate thoroughly and support the claim (narratives, statistics, analogies, etc.)
Support is cogent

The reader has a tendency to either agree with the claims and support of the argument


Or at least accept them as plausible

The writing leads the reader to consider thoughtfully taking a specific action based on the


Writer’s contentions

Warrants are clearly utilized, with backing when appropriate

If necessary to the cogency of the argument, the paper considers rebuttals and possible 


Counter-arguments

Arguments are appropriately qualified

Style and Organization (20 points)
1

2

3

4

Sophisticated Transitions

Strong introductions and conclusions

Mature structuring of sentences

Powerful, precise diction

Correct citations and use of sources

Includes bibliography

Creative, descriptive language—avoids a pre-formatted five paragraph essay format!!!!
