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Gingrich, SP 2019, AP Lang and Comp
Value:  100 points Summative
Papers should be between 1000 and 1500 words
Rough Draft: (points will be deducted from final grade for drafts which are less than 1000 words) Due end of period, Friday, February 28th
Second Draft: Due end of period, Friday, March 6th
Background issues: 

In this project you are to research and write about your background, heritage, or culture.  You may define background and culture however you want—this could be based on where you live now, your family history, community involvement, participation in a group or activity, national ancestry or ethnicity.  The paper should be a minimum of 1000 words.  In preparation for the paper you should do the following and include information from each of them in your paper.  In the paper summarize the information that you have found and explain how you think the information has been a part of shaping your identity.  

Research Methods:

Interview:  interview someone who you consider having a similar background to yourself, family member, community member, someone with similar interests.  Write a list of 7-10 questions that must do with areas of interest in which you are concerned.  Conduct the interview and take notes on the responses.  

Artifacts:  find a possession or artifact that has some meaning for your family, the culture you are studying, or yourself, and tie in how that has a personal meaning for you.

Stories and myths:  find at least one example of a story, myth, folk tale that has relevance for your cultural group.  This could be one that you read or find from another source, this could be a story that you have been told over the years by a family or community member, this could be a story that your interviewee tells you during the interview, or this could be a story that you invent.  

Research:  find three sources that present information on your background. Sources could be books, articles, movies, television clips etc. Each source should be used (one passage at least) in your essay.   Include a works cited page for the sources.  This is due with your final draft.  20 points will be deducted form your essay if this is not included properly.
Paper elements:
Write a paper in which you explain how your identity is informed or shaped by your group identification.  Within your paper consider the following questions:

· Define what identity means-you can consider articles listed below to do This

· What is the group with which you identify? What attributes does the group have? (this portion should consider the research methods and illustrate an explanation of them)

· How do other group’s perceive your group?

· How has this group identification shaped your identity? (this could include values, perceptions, perspectives, goals, relationships, etc.)

· Are there other identifications which shape your identity?

Scoring Criteria:

· Illustration of use of research methods

· Description of group

· Insight into the group effect upon you

· Development

· Organization

· Voice and originality

· Written clarity

Articles on Identity

The Real You is a Myth
Choose Your Identity NY Times
Speak for Yourself NY Times
Can We Choose Our Own Identity The Guardian
Where Does Identity Come from Scientific American

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/where-does-identity-come-from/
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