Biology and Of Mice and Men
John Steinbeck was friends with the biologist Edward Ricketts whose work greatly influenced Steinbeck’s writing, including Of Mice and Men.  One of the theories of biology involves the concept of symbiosis which is the relationship between two life forms.  There are three types of relationships according to this theory:  mutualism in which two organisms live together and benefit each other, commensalism in which one is helped and the other is neither helped nor hurt, and parasitism in which one form is helped and the other form is hurt.  Another concept which Steinbeck borrowed from Rickett’s involved the concept of teleology which is design and purpose to everything and non-teleology an approach that records what happens without explaining why.

For each of the following relationships explain with textual support whether it is mutualism, commensalism, or parasitism.

Curley and Curley’s wife

Slim and George

George and Lennie

Candy and his dog

Read the Essay by Richard Astro.  

Do you agree that Steinbeck is merely recording what happens without explaining why?

Do you agree with Wilson’s comments about Lennie. 

 Is he good or bad or is he simply betrayed by the uncertainties of his human nature, his animal instincts?  To what extent do you think this applies to us all?  How are we similar or different from Lennie?

