Rubric for Final Paper on American Dream
Name:

8-9 = (90-100)

9-Essays earning a nine are especially insightful, show stronger perceptions of the novels, or more sophisticated writing.

8  These essays very effectively focus on  the issue of the American dream in the novels, plays, and readings.  These essays synthesize examples from at least three of the texts (two of the novels or plays)  in a cogent fashion, showing a strong understanding of the literary works.  They are well organized with a strong flow between ideas.  Quotes or textual references  are integrated in a thoughtful manner.  Although not without flaws, these essays exhibit the writer’s ability to analyze a literary work perceptively, to control a thesis, and to write with clarity, precision, and coherence.
6-7 =(80-89)
7- Although essays scored in the 6-range are generally well written, those scored a seven (7) will demonstrate more sophistication in both substance and style.

6  These essays adequately focus on the issue of the American dream in the novels, plays, and readings. The writers of these essays provide a reasonable analysis of the American dream as a theme in the work and synthesize effectively examples from at least three of the texts (two of the novels or plays). These essays provide some insight, but the analysis is less thorough, less perceptive, and/or less specific than that of the 9-8 essays; references to the work may not be as apt or as persuasive.  

4-5 (70-79)

5  These are 4 papers with better insight, writing style, or development. They synthesize examples from at least three of the texts (two of the novels or plays).
4  These essays adequately respond to the assigned task, but they tend to be superficial in analysis.  They often rely upon plot summary that contains some analysis, implicit or explicit.  Although the writers may attempt to explain the nature of the American dream in the works, the synthesis of the sources may be uneven.  Problems in organization, syntax, diction, or development may be apparent. 
3  Typically, these essays reveal unsophisticated thinking and/or immature writing.  The writers demonstrate adequate control of language, but their essays may be marred by surface errors and may lack effective organization.

2-1 Although these essays make some attempt to respond to the prompt, they compound the weaknesses of the papers in the 4-3 range.  Often, they are unacceptably brief or are incoherent in presenting their ideas.  They may be poorly written on several counts and contain distracting errors in grammar and mechanics.  The writer’s remarks are presented with little clarity, organization, or supporting evidence.  Especially inept and or unsound essays must be scored a one (1).

