Social Problems Persuasive Essay/Speech using Logical Proofs
10th Honors/TAG English

Dr. Gingrich

Spring 2013
Topic Due Wednesday, February 6th
Annotated Bibliography 30 Points February 20th
Rough Draft (10 points) February 22nd
2nd Draft (100 points) March 1st
Speech (50 points)  Week of March 11th
Consider a problem in your school, community, American society, or the world. Write an essay (1000-1500words) persuading a person/people that a particular action is appropriate for a particular circumstance. The paper should focus on what you consider to be a critical problem facing the audience you select.  The focus of this paper is to present an argument based on logical proofs (we will discuss these types of proofs momentarily). The essay should include at least three sources with two quotes for each source, making a minimum of 6 citations.  There should be a works cited page.  Sources should be published, refereed materials either print or electronic format (magazines, newspapers, journals, etc.).  Encyclopedias, dictionaries and other reference books do not count as sources.
The following topics may not be used

Drug Legalization

Capital Punishment

Abortion

Genetic Engineering

Intelligent Design/Evolution

Prepare a speech of (5-7 minutes) on the persuasive paper.  Include some type of visual clue, prop, handout to go with the presentation.

The argument should also center on the following from Toulmin’s model of argument

(In all cases the following three should be included in the paper)

Claim:  The claim is the main part of the argument. An essay/speech may also have a 


series of subclaims related to the claim.

Support:  The additional information that the author supplies to convince the audience of


the claim---EVIDENCE, EVIDENCE, EVIDENCE

Warrants:  assumptions, general principles, conventions of specific disciplines, widely 


held values, commonly accepted beliefs, and appeals  to human motives that


are an important part of any argument

(In some cases the following may be needed to support the above three)

Backing (of warrants): support for warrants, necessary if audience may not necessarily 


accept warrants

Rebuttal: establishes what is wrong, invalid, or unacceptable about an argument

Qualifiers:  argument does not demonstrate certainties, it merely establishes probabilities.


 (may or might, some, few, probably,possibly)

